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This 1s the first time ©* The World and the Child” has been 
reproduced in facsimile ; 5 and it may also be said » for the firs 
time 1s a scholarly reprint text possible where access to the 

: original i is difficult. Hazlitt was woefully out of the running, 

| and my own, in the © Early Engltsh Drama Series, was 
little, if anything, better. The value of the  prexent re-tsSue 1s 
obVIOUS. 

Only a. single copy of any edition whatsoever is known : 
that \from which this facsimile has been taken, and which is 
now in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. 

OP will be Seen, this copy was printed by Wynkyn de 

Worde in 1 $22, but the date of CAT irs ts probably © Circa 

"00-6. © 

Mr. Fleming, the technical photographer in the of this 

_ veries, is not directly responsible for the present volume. The 
reproduction was, however, carried out under his supervision, 

| at a distance, and he informs me that under the circumstances 
| the best that could be done has been done. The first set of 
plates was rejected, and the worst that can be said of the 
recond set is detailed hereunder. To my mind the obvious 
deduction is that I personally, my publishers, and our 


V 


eubscribers are under deep obligations for the care, Skill, and 
technical knowledge which My. Fleming has brought to vear 
upon this series generally, Now rapidly approaching completion. 
And this, reminds me that 1, as the general editor, will 

eSleem SUggeSHIons and criticisms wit/t a view to another and 

| © more general relection to follow, By © more general © 1 mean 
rarities and desiderata not necessarily confined to our old 

 * drama, of which, however, there are many tems that Still 
require doing badly. 

To return to Mr. Fleming's criticism of the re production 
of ©* The World and the Child” : he reports that he Sent 
proofs of the four worst pages to the Trinity Librarian, whose 
remarks I give infra. Generally speaking, Mr. Fleming 
says the proofs are wonderfully good, considering the 
negatives; and that, had the Librarian's report been un- 
favourable, he would have Stopped the work. The © faults 
are those inherent to old work of this character, which might 
have been remedied to some but not to an appreciable extent 


had he undertaken the actual manipulation of the plates. 
The pages Selected as the worst were as follows, and 
I grove the Trinity Librarian's remarks verbatim :— 


Title-page : * The definition is quite as good as in the 
original. The defective letters at top are all defec- 
true im original, owing. to injury to paper. The 
contrast between Second and third ornaments on right 
ts exa ctly reproduced.” 


9. $. verso and [A, iv, verso] : © The printing of the 
recto pages as Seen through paper tis Stronger in 
the original. Ihese are excellent prints. The 


blurring in letters is everywhere caused by yellow 
Spots in original. i, 


A. ii, recto : * The last half-dozen lines in this print are 
a little weak, but 50 is original in a «lightly lesser 
degree. This page appears much cleaner owing to 
elmination of yellow spots. The printing of the 
vers0 7s not visible here at all, out : 7s quite plain 
n original.” 

Mr. Fleming remarks thereon : : * This refers to 
prin ting on other Side, the result being due to negative 
| being much | over-exposed; this als accounts for 
elmmimation of the gui. Spots mentioned, which 1s 
pernaps an mmpr ovement.” 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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